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Winter arrived early that year. The children waited for the snow.

“Can (1) Marley live through another winter?” I thought.

(2) Jenny and I took the children to Disney World in Florida. It was their first
Christmas away from home and they were very excited. Jenny took Marley to the
animal doctors’ office. They gave him a home there and watched him carefully.

We had a great family vacation. But on the way home, somebody called us from
the doctors’ office.

“Marley’s very tired,” she said, “and his hips are really hurting him.”

The next day, Jenny went for Marley. He got out of the car, but he couldn’t walk
into the house. He lay on the ground outside. Jenny called me at work.

“I can’t get Marley inside,” she said. “He can’t get up.”

I left my office and went home. When I arrived, Marley was inside the house.
But he was very sick. He lay on the floor. For the first time in thirteen years, he
didn’t get up when he saw me. His eyes followed me, but he didn’t move his head. I
looked at his stomach; it was very big.

I called the animal doctors.

“Bring Marley here now,” a young woman doctor said.

I looked at Jenny and she looked at me.

“Marley has to go to the hospital,” we told the children. “(3) The doctors are

going to try to make him better. But he’s very sick.”
With Jenny’s help, I put Marley into the back of the car. He lay on the floor. I

petted his head.

“Oh, Marley,” I said again and again.

At the hospital, I helped him out of the car and took him inside. The young
doctor took him away. Then she came back and showed me some pictures of the inside
of Marley’s stomach.

“I’m very sorry,” she said quietly. “We can’t do anything for Marley now.”

“I understand,” I said. “Please can I say goodbye to him?”

“Yes, of course,” she said. “Have as much time with him as you want.”



Marley was asleep. I got down next to him and ran my fingers through his fur.
I held up each ear in my hands. I opened his mouth and looked at his teeth. Then I
held up his front paw.

“I want you to understand something, Marley,” I said. “Sometimes we called you
the world’s worst dog. But you're not. We never told you this before ... but you're a
great dog, Marley. A greatdog.”

I sat with Marley for a long time, then I called the doctor.

“I'm ready now,” I said.

I held Marley’s head and the doctor gave Marley something. It didn’t hurt him.
He died quietly.

“I want to take Marley home,” I said.

Two people brought (4) a large black bag out to my car. Then I thanked the

doctor and drove away. When I got home, the children were in bed. I put my arms
around Jenny and we cried for a long time.

Later, we went outside. We took the black bag out of the car and put it into the
garage.

Next morning, Jenny told the children about Marley. They were very sad and
started to cry.

“It's OK,” I said. “When you have a dog, this always happens. (5) (live / dogs /

as /as/don’t / people / long).”
(6) Conor made a picture and wrote a letter for Marley:

To Marley. I loved you all my life. You were always there when I wanted you.
Your brother, Conor Richard Grogan.

(7 Colleen made a picture of a girl with a big yellow dog. She wrote under the
picture: I will never forget you, Marley:.

I found a very good place for Marley, in the ground under two big fruit trees. I
put the black bag in the ground, and Jenny and the children watched. AfterI finished,
everybody said, “We love you, Marley.”

Then we went back to the kitchen and told stories about Marley. Sometimes we

laughed and sometimes we cried.



(8) The next days were very difficult. The house was very quiet. When I came
home at night, there was no Marley. Jenny cleaned the house, but his fur was
everywhere. One morning, when I put on my shoes, I found some of Marley’s fur inside
them.

Marley was my dog for thirteen years. He wasn’t an obedient dog, but he was
important in my life. I wanted to tell other people about him. So I wrote about him
in my newspaper.

Nobody called Marley a great dog ... or a good dog, I wrote. He was wild and
crazy. He had to leave obedience school. He chewed things, and he wasn’t very
intelligent. But he understood people’s feelings, and he was very good with children.

A person can learn a lot from a dog. Because of him, I listened to my feelings.
Because of him, I enjoyed winter sunlight and the snow and a walk in the woods.
Because of him, I can be a good friend.

A dog can show us the important things in life. A dogisn’t interested in fast cars

or big houses or expensive clothes. Give a dog your love, and (9) he will give you his.
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Space is full of garbage, but not the type of garbage you generally think of,
( 1 ) old food or boxes. The garbage in space is mostly metal or different pieces
from the things humans have sent into space, ( 1 ) rockets. There are things
( 1 ) very big pieces of metal and also very small pieces of paint. This is bad
because the garbage is traveling at very fast speeds. Different countries are sending
astronauts into space all the time, and these pieces of garbage can be very dangerous if
the astronauts get hit by them. (2) This is why flights into space have to be controlled
carefully. There are some parts of space where there is very little garbage. They are
safe places for astronauts to pass through.

There are well over one million pieces of space garbage going around the Earth.
The problem is that there is no place this garbage can go. (3) It just continues to go

around the Earth.

Some garbage comes back to Earth.

Tt could take thousands of years before this garbage falls into the Earth’s atmosphere.
There is no way for us to go and get all the garbage. Any garbage smaller than

an apple is almost impossible to see in space. (4) (is/can/only / we / thing / do / the )

to watch the big pieces of garbage carefully and tell the people who are in space to move

out of their way.
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. However, not much garbage has burned up in our atmosphere so far.

. Most of the garbage is too far away from Earth.

T NN e

. When it does, it becomes very hot and burns up completely in the atmosphere

before it reaches the surface of the Earth.

H

. Sometimes you can see this burning garbage because it looks like a bright light

flying across the sky.
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One way of looking at population change is with a type of graph (1) (call) a
population pyramid. It is called a pyramid because that used to be the most common
shape. We can see this shape with Japan’s population in 1950 in (2) Chart A. The
population was largely young then, and it was the end of an era when most people lived
in the countryside. In these rural areas, children often worked together with their
parents and helped to produce the food, goods, and household products that the family
needed. There were many diseases without cures and these often killed children, so
families were large to increase the chance that some children would live to become
adults.

- ( o rousos: In Chart B, the pyramid for the
"L year 2000 shows a big difference from
the previous chart. There are (3) two
reasons for this change. First,
children increasingly went to school
instead of working. Rather than add
to the family estate, children became an

expense. Second, new medicines cured

children’s diseases like smallpox,

e ,\ja‘ o ' Lemales measles, and polio, so large families
Chart B were no longer needed.

While it is always difficult (4) (give) an accurate forecast, it seems that Japan and

other countries with similar population structures, such as South Korea, will ultimately

have a pyramid like the one in (5) Chart C. The big question is how society will pay

for the large number of elderly people. Taxes on workers’ wages will not be enough, so

we may see major changes in those societies.
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1. I > want you to look at this picture. A first man o from the right is =one of my
old friends.

2. Tom Carson was born 7 at the hospital in New York ;at 10:30 ;in the morning

= of December 25th.

3. “What do you 7 think Japanese .; comic books?”

“I » have read = some of them and I like them.”

4. “Excuse me, but »can I ask you . how it is far » from here to the station?”

“Yes, of course. It is not so = far away.”

5. My mother 7 likes to clean the house. And also, she . often v tells me to = keep
clean my room.
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1. Please ( ) off your coat.

7. take 4. put 7. get T. go
2. Bring me ( ), please.

7. some milks A . apair of glass

7. two cup of coffee .. two pairs of gloves
3. “Could you lend me your dictionary?” “( )

7. No, thank you. 4 . That’s not good.

7. Yes, you could. T. Yes, here you are.
4. We had to hurry because we had ( ) time left.

7. alittle A . little 7. afew . few
5. Get up early, ( ) you will miss the train.

7. so 4. but 7. or . to

—(\\

V.7
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We have a lost child somewhere in the mall. ( )

If you have seen this child, please let the nearest clerk know.



